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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 02725 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV. PINT, PDEV. UK 

SUBJECT: DEVOLUTION: REFERENDUM APPROVED AND TIMETABLE 
SCHEDULED 

REF: LONDON 2347 

1 . COMMONS FEBRUARY 16 VOTED OVERWHELMINQLY (GOVERNMENT 
MAJORITY 207) TO ENDORSE THE PRINCIPLE OF REFERENDA IN 
SCOTLAND AND WALES. GOVERNMENT HAD EARLIER CONCEDED TO 
CRITICS OPPOSING. ON CONSTITUTIONAL GROUNDS, THE 
ORIGINAL PROPOSAL TO MAKE REFERENDA BINDING. THEY WILL 

BE "CONSULTIVE", AND IN THE EVENT EITHER PROVINCE VOTES 
AGAINST DEVOLUTION, PARLIAMENT WILL HAVE TO PASS A 
SPECIAL ACT ANNULLINQ THE RESPECTIVE PORTIONS OF THE 
DEVOLUTION ACT. DETAILS OF REFERENDA WILL BE DEBATED 
LATER DURING COMMITTEE STAGES OF DEVOLUTION BILL. 

2. THE GOVERNMENT WHIPS OFFICE ADVISED EMBOFFS THAT 
LEADER OF THE HOUSE MICHAEL FOOT FEBRUARY 17 WILL 
ANNOUNCE THE GOVERNMENT'S INTENTION TO INTRODUCE A TIME- 
TABLE MOTION ON FEBRUARY 22. THE WHIPS OFFICE BELIEVES 
THAT THE TIMETABLE WILL PROBABLY BE APPROVED, BUT 
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ACKNOWLEDGES THAT ITS HEADCOUNTS OF FIRMLY COMMITTED MPS 
ARE NOT SUFFICIENT TO ASSURE PASSAGE. ONE MEMBER OF THE 
WHIPS OFFICE WAS EARLIER DETAILED TO CANVASS CONSERVATIVE 
MPS BELIEVED SYMPATHETIC TO DEVOLUTION. RESULTS OF THIS 
EFFORT CONFIRMED THAT A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF TORY MPS 
ARE AT LEAST CONSIDERING SUPPORTING GOVERNMENT OR 
ABSTAINING ON THE TIMETABLE, BUT PRODUCED FEW FIRM 
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COMMITMENTS. 

3. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT CONSERVATIVE LEADERSHIP HAS 
NOT DECIDED WHETHER TO GO ALL OUT IN OPPOSING THE TIME- 
TABLE MOTION. IF TORIES DO NOT MAKE A FULL EFFORT TO 
STOP THE MOTION, THE GOVERNMENT'S PROSPECTS WILL BE 
ENHANCED APPRECIABLY. THE OUTLOOK FOR THE TIMETABLE 
MOTION, ACCORDINGLY, REMAINS FLUID AND QUESTIONABLE, 

THOUGH WE ARE STILL INCLINED TO BELIEVE THE ODDS ON ITS 
ULTIMATE PASSAGE ARE BETTER THAN 50/50. 
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